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The Epistle

A message from our Priest - Improving with change - by Fr. Mark Moore

As most of you know, | am going to build an arbor

with a gate between the church and the rectory. |

thought it would be a nice improvement over the snow
fence and used 2X4 gate that
even nicer is that the money for the project was

donated by a friend of the church. Mary came up with

the idea last year. | designed the project, priced the
materials, and requested approval from the vestry to

build it. | then waited till this spring to begin.

I thought this made sense si
storage space to keep the lumber all winter, and

hauling it up and down stair:

attractive. So, spring it is and it is time to get to work. So | get my bill of materials and

return to the lumber store ready to start making sawdust (something | excel at). But like
many projects, things dondt go as smoothly
surprising revelation that lumber prices have gone up almost 35% in the past six months!

All of a sudden the project is on hold again. | either have to find more money, or redesign

the project. | decided to go for the redesign first. So | changed some of the materials and
some of the construction techniques and found | could do it for just a dollar over budget.

A Publication of St. P& Zpi s c
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I have therefore purchased the materials and

this before I am complete so | really donodt

But as | was thinking of this project, | realized that building this arbor is much like life.

Like many things in life we begin with a need. And at first we come up with something
rather quick and crude, like the snow fence. It is not pretty or even well thought out, but it is
functional, practical, and cheap. Often our first ideas are practical and functional, but not
very fashionable, and that is OK. We learn from our first attempts, whether they work or
not. From them we adjust, correct, and try again.



In the past four
years we have
made some
wonderful
improvements.
And yet they are
just the most
recent
accomplishments
, or refinements,
in a 150 year
history of
learning,
changing,
growing, trying,
failing and
succeeding.
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Improving with change - continued

Even if our first attempts are good ones, they can always be refined and improved.
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And then of course there is always the guarantee that something will go wrong. Just when we think

everything is set and wedre |

ooki

ng

great,

somet

cost of lumber. This is life! It can be frustrating, but it is also fun. With each attempt we learn more

and accomplish more.

The same can be said of the church. We get an idea on how to reach out to people in need in the
community. We start with something simple and manageable. Our Shaere outreach program did just
that. It is now starting to grow by involving people from other churches in the community to help more
people. How we finance it, coordinate it, communicate it and grow it will be a source of both frustration
and joy. But most importantly it is one way in which we can be Christ in the world.

Another example might be the narthex windows. The original concepts were great for their day.

Some good reasoning went into installing the opaque glass that is there now. But we have learned since
then that we are giving the community an unintended message that is not welcoming. So as we continue
to grow we continue to learn and change. And with each change we come a little closer to fulfilling our

destiny to bring all Gods people together in faith and love.

Just |l ook at St . Paul 6s. I n

they are just the most recent accomplishments, or refinements, in a 150 year history of learning,

changing, growing, trying, failing and succeeding.

t he

past

four

year s

This goes just as well for our personal lives of faith. We must keep trying new things, learning from our
mistakes, growing in our love of God and one another, suffering the frustration of doubt and anger, but
always pushing on to realize the light of Christ in our hearts, our heads and the hearts and heads of

others.

After all, the snow fence is functional, most of the time. But it is not sturdy or attractive. As our faith

grows through trials, study, prayer, and worship, it too will become strong, sturdy, and beautiful.

Something like the arbor, except more beautiful than we can possibly imagine.

———

What Makes A Dad

‘God took the sivengih of a8 mountan
he majesty of a free,
The warmth of a summer s,
The calm of a gquier sea,
e generous sowd of nature,
- The comforting arm of nigit,
- The wisdom of the ages,
- The powrer of the sagle’'s flight,
“he joy of a morning in spring,
“he faich of a mustard seed,
“he patience of efernity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these gualibies,
ren there was nothing more fo add,
fe imew His masteypiece was complete
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Hands - by Vicki Wright , Senior Warden

A couple of weeks ago while many of us were cleaning the church, |

happened to be polishing the wooden handrail in the entryway. As| gq many hands
= rubbed the dark liquid on to the rail to remove the scratches, | thoughéJII]d S0 many
the number of hands that had touched this rail in past years as they i

' entered the church. lives influenced

by the St.
'l thought about those who had Cc%rﬁ}ﬁunﬂy%f St. F

| seeking comfort. | thought about the young bride touching this rail
"~ before she walked down the aisle. | thought about the widow graspiny€a'S gone by.
" the rail as she followed the casket of her beloved out the church doorHow will we

| even thought of the young children scampering up the steps to meetaffect the lives
their parents sitting in the church pew before the start of services. 5t those who

["™§So many hands and so many | v e stouchhou yenced
. community of years gone by. How will we affect the lives of those whhandrail now
_ touch our handrail now and in the future? What will we do to help thogg( in the
seeking comfort in these challenging times? How will we bring more future?
S N ure’
young families to St. Paulbés so we have more c&!n dren runn
support outreach?

There are so many questions about our future at St. Paul 6s
ways our hands can do Godds wor k. Our hands can pick up t
us, sign up for weekly cleaning, work with a family in our

is all around us. How we use our hands is up to us.

— ~/-\_§:
OUTREACH

MINISTRIES
Shaere Program

The Shaere Committee has writen the following mission statement:

The Shaere Program empowers survivors of domestic violence to regain theorself
and independence by providing emotional support; helping participants locate and access
community resources; and by offering tutoring and limited financial support.

We have one client who is doing wellVe are planning to meet with other churches to

see if they would like to participate in this program so that we may help additional families.

Cathy Kerwin

Reaching
OuttoHels
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A note from our Treasurer - by Judy Halverson

Treasurerds Report.

Where are we at? As we predicted with our budget, we are behind. From January
to April, we had $10,000 more in expenses than we did in revenue.
That averages out to $2,500 a month.

To refresh your memory, last year we were behind in many of our bills because

we did not want to sell stock when the market was so low. We sold only what we
absolutely had to and borrowed the rest from our other savings accounts.

Last October the vestry called a parish meeting to request being allowed to sell
$50,000 worth of the Woodard stock for the purpose of paying old bills and

paying back money we had borrowed from our other accounts. We received the
first $15,000 of that in early November and accomplished most of that goal. We received the next $10,000 in early January
and caught up on the rest of the bills and replenishing the accounts for the borrowed money. In early April, we received
another $10,000 so that we would not be behind on any bills.

As | look at the checking account now, there is about $2,000* in there and we have a payroll coming up of $1,800. We wiill
again be faced with falling behind on our bills if we dol
drawing down the account far quicker than | had anticipated, yet there are no unusual expenses. Because summer tends

to be a lower giving period, | am again requesting the sale of stock.

*Technically there is an additional $5,000 in the checking account, however, that is a grant from the Diocese for outreach
and we cannot touch that money for general operating expenses.

Giving

| was looking at the pledges the other day and | wanted to share those with you.

People (couples are counted as 2 individuals) pledged to give in 2010:

$0 a week = 14 individuals

$1-3$14 aweek =12

$15- $29 a week = 18

$30- $44 a week = 11

$45- $59 a week =5

$60- $74 a week = 2

$75 or more a week = 2

Next issue |06l take a |l ook at how we are doing this yeal

In addition to the pledges, there are many of you who contribute countless hours to making our parish what it is. Our skills
and talents include Celebration Organizing and Helping, Counting Contributions, Fund Raising Organizing and Helping,
Maintaining the Building and Grounds, Singing, Teaching, Ushering, and many more that | am missing.

I look at the financial contributions as the meat and potatoes of how we pay our bills. We have to have those contributions

in order to pay the electric company and the water department and the insurance agent. The contributions of time and talents
are how we season our meals. They give it the unique flavors that we enjoy and look forward to. Unseasoned meat and
potatoes would be dull and boring and, while you could e:
just salt, pepper and all the other seasonings though. With the second half of the year only a month away, please give some
thought about how you could bring some fully seasoned meat and potatoes to our feast.






