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Time of transition!

2% \Wow, 2010 is off and running!! January is

B already gone and Lent is looming large on the
horizon. Ground Hog day has come and gone
and our minds are already turning to spring with
hopes for an early season. In thinking of this |
realized that we are always in some kind of
transition. The next six to eight weeks will take
 us from the harsh cold winter days, to warming
temperatures, sprouting flowers, greening grass,

Time of Change and Growti@nd lighter jackets. It is of course a time of transition in the church year also. It
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is the time of transition from Epiphany to Lent and on to Easter. It is interesting
to realize that we, living in the latitude we do, have a unique perspective on Lent.
We experience it as a season of transition with greater ease because for us the

weather is changing as well. Our climate is very conducive to understanding the
A Deacon&s® Mirgrisiién'td new life.
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metaphor for our church seasons, there is still a lot of work to do in
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Advent continued

~understanding our own transition to new life in God. | suppose we could also look at it

Since God is injjike a slinky. Our life certainly has it cycles and sometimes feels circular, but in fact it
every aspect ofis more like a slinky. At the end of a cycle we have gone around 360 degrees, but we
~_ have also moved along the length of the slinky. All our experiences, both good and

ourlives it paqg have changed us, moved us, and inspired us into new beings. Much of this

s houl dn Bappepgsavith ogt@ur approval and sometimes even with out our knowledge. But
» . during the coming season of lent, | encourage you to take a more proactive and

difficult to find ejiperate approach to this cycle of life.
God in the writing
You could start by asking, what moves you? It could be watching a sporting event,
reading a good book, enjoying the company of friends and family, doing some kind of
hobby, or completing a task well. What ever it is, try doing something different with
that time. Make a conscious decision to use that time differently and while doing so,
try to visualize God in it. For me, my hobby it is my woodworking. It might be

helpful for me to spend a little more time reading. Not necessarily religious books, but
what ever | read, I could ask, fAwhere i
our |ives it shouldné6t be too difficult
might watch a movie that | have avoided, or perhaps even go to the gym and work out.
(Something I have procrastinated with great success.)

of others.

The point is that by doing something different, out of our norm, and by thinking of God
in this new routine, we may be able to break the habit of forgetting about God in our
everyday lives. Breaking the routine in a physical sense might help us break our
routine in a spiritual sense. If this helps you become more aware of God in your daily
routine, then perhaps prayer may become a bigger part of your daily routine. That is
the purpose of fasting during lent, to take some kind of action that will have us thinking

1e Son of man
should be glorified

Ak 1)
Glohn 12:/

of, and praying to God more frequently. This does not need to be a
sullen or morbid season, but one of trying to create a habit of
thinking of God in all we do. Of course attending an additional
wor ship service could helop
was going to say that.) And of course during Lent there are more
opportunities to do so. Wednesday evenings will be the 7:00pm
Ecumenical services. (The schedule will be posted.) Of course
our regular Wednesday morning prayer and  Thursday evening
Eucharist will continue. And finally the Friday night evening prayer
and fish fry will begin on Feb 19 | hope you take advantage of
these additional worship times, but what ever you do, try to make
God a more active part of your life. And as we approach Easter we
can look back and see that we indeed have changed, we are not the
same person we used to be, there is new life continuing to burst
forward. And once again, new life will be our celebration for the
Easter season.
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Time of change and Grawyt\icki Wright , Senior Warden

As we approach the season of Lent, it is fitting to use this introspective period of time

to take stock of our lives and our parish life. Lent is one of the most important seasons
of the church year because it is a time when we look at our relationships and ourselves.
It is a time to rediscover who we are and make appropriate changes. For us as a parish,

it is good to evaluate who and what we are. The
have been to know where you are goingo seems to
where St. Paul b6s is in its growth.

After the parish meeting on Sunday, | reflected on a prior parish meeting where Bishop
Miller was in attendance in January 2006. At that time the Search Committee was
starting to look for our new full time priest. We had collected information from

members about what we were hoping for in a priest and also what we had as dreams for

St. Paul 0s. We shared with Bishop Miller the ch
us at that meeting he said, AYou need to remembe
| ooking for; you will not be the same parish tha
with me and | 6ve thought about it a | ot. One of
St. Paul 6s was the small caring commuinfiouyneéd ftroi

was worried that some of this might be lost with the anticipated growth we were  remember as
seeking. Yet still, we needed this growth to maintain a fulltime priest and sustain You achieve

St. Paul é6s Church. this change you
are looking for;

Our numbers have grown. Our activities have grown. Yes, even our finances havé?u will not be

grown. But what has not changed, in my eyes, is our thoughtful parish of friends tsye;raeafs rish
our beliefs about God. This was certainly evident to me as | put together the pictufeg |,

for the power point presentation for

the annual meeting. One only has t

look at the activities, the smiles and

the caring that comes through in all

t he phot os. Even has

been transformed in many ways ove
the last four years, it remains a lovi
caring community of believers.

God Blessings, L.ent

Vicki Wright Let light shine out of darkness ..,
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A note from our TreasurgrJudy Halverson

For those of you that attended our annual meeting, | hope you have

taken some time to study the financial reports some more. For anyone

who wasnot able to be there, | would t
my reports, just let me know.

|l 6ve been trying to think of other ways to thir
more meaningful to you. In a nutshell, we spent $157,540 last year and took in $128,850.

Yes, we spent more than we took in and | expect that to happen again in 2010. While the

difference between the two is declining, we still have a long way to go before our

contributions will cover our expenses. We must be able to cover our expenses in the future.

Letds work with some round numbers as | tr
$150, 000 in 2010, then we would Ilike to ha
say that our goal is to use our investment income for outreach and not for general expenses.
Most of our expenses are of a somewhat fixed nature. That simply means that the cost does
not change whether we are a parish of 50 people or 200 people. For example, we have to heat
the church, we have to pay insurance, telephone and other services. At some point, we will
grow so much that we will need to hire additional help, but for the sake of this discussion,
webll just say that we can handle 200 peopl e wi

If our parish had only 50 adult members, how much would each need to contribute to meet
our expenses? $3,000 per adult, per year! Increase our membership to 100 adults, and
contributions of just $1,500 per adult would cover our expenses. At 150 members, that
contribution need drops to just $1,000 per adult and if we carry that out just a bit more you
realize that 200 adults, contributing just $750 each a year, would meet our current expenses.
WOW. Just imagine the good things we could do if everyone gave even more than the
minimums needed to just meet expenses!

Now itdés time for a |ittle quiz. How many adult
contributions covering our expenses? Donét worr
everyone a different way to look at our finances. | hope that it demonstrated the importance of

growth in our parish, from strictly a financial viewpoint. And, of course, many hands make

the load light.

Before | leave this issue, 2009 contribution statements were mailed-damighry. If you did
not receive yours, just let me know and | will get you your copy.

Thank you , Judy Halverson
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A deaconds ministry is one of servi
of the word deacon is servant. At our ordination we promise to

look for Christ in all others, being ready to help and serve those

in need. You will have noticed that our stoles are different than

those of priests; this also symbolizes our servant ministry in that

we have one arm free for work. The
table and cleaning up after our meal together highlights our

ministry of service. Deaconds read
parish that we are all called to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the poor, the

weak, the oppressed, the sick, and the lonely.

Our work, both within and outside the church, reflects our unique calling. Like all other
baptized Christians we are called to bring Christ to the environments in which we live,
work, and worship. Most deacons have secular work, in part because our work in the
church is non-stipendiary, but primarily because we can not respond to our charge to
bring the needs and concerns of the world to the church without working outside of the
church. When the deacon gives the dismissal at the end of the worship service, he or
she is charging the entire parish to join them in serving those outside our .
door s! This is fulfilling our <charg at ordi
that in serving the helpless they ar 2rving
Deacons are different than priests in that they work for the Bishop rather the
parish. However, when assigned to a parish they work under the direction of

the priest. | am very thankful that Bishop Miller has assigned me to serve
here at St. Paul 6s.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord!

# Deacon Kay
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