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Helping Hands Advent:

Advent is upon us. Like some sort of monster creeping up

on us in the night. Suddenly there is so much to do to

prepare for Christmas that Advent can feel more like a

nightmare than something wonderful. That preparation

tends to be a time of frantic shopping, decorating,

traveling, cooking, planning, and doing everything we can

to have a fAperfectodo Christmas

there are some differences in how people perceive Advent

and what the season is about. So just for fun | looked up

the definition of Advent.
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Advent 1

According to MerriarWebster Advent is defined as;
What | Learned 3
1 : the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas and observed by some Christians as a
Treasurers message 4 season of prayer and fasting
2 a :the coming of Christ at the Incarnatibn second coming
3 :a coming into being or use
Christian Education 6
Of these three definitions, | find the more secular definition, definition 3, the most interesting; a
coming into being or use. In the expanded definition they use examples like; the advent of the
Blast from our Past 7 computer, the advent of the space age, etc. But | think this definition also suits Christianity.
Itis a time when Christ is coming into being or use.
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http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/second+coming
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Advent continued

And any good cynic or agnostic would ask, f#Awhen
| want so much foranswer is, in you!
ustoresistour Most of you know me well enough by now that vyou
. Christmas decorations, Christmas music, or holid
secular training During Advent | have been mistaken for one of
andstayfocusedthose secul ar extrem _ ,
_ Christ out of Chri st = oy ; = bng, I
on preparing for realize that celebrating Christmas takes, /5 oY
h decorating, baking, and planning. Iknowwe Mm
Crlstcomlnglnto ust candt wai't ﬂSq S@m il p
being IN US!! awonderful meal and celebration. But to mef >
question should be; what is our focus during @Cﬁﬂ e
time? As aresult, | try to be the polar opposn
of what our culture ma s

spirit.o | want so W(ﬂﬁf@m >ur
secular training and stay focused on preparin. e

for Christ coming into being IN US!!!' In order
to accept Christ in us, this time of preparation
must include time for prayer so that Christ cal
grow in us a little more, to become alive a little
more, and for us to become a little more aware of the spirit of Jesus Christ in each one of us. But of
course it is not just coming into being that is important. It is coming into use as well. As with
computers, coming into being is meaningless unless it has some kind of use. And the purpose of Christ
presence in the world is to spread the kingdom of God.

This is a time of grand preparation and should be. But gifts under a tree and a turkey in the oven are not
the objective. They are a means of expressing the joy of Christ coming into being, IN US. So, As you
decorate the house, bake the cookies, and plan the holidays, make each thing you do a reflection of the
decorating, baking, and planning that is going on in your heart as you prepare for God to come into being
and use in you. Then, when the season of Christmas gets here, we party and celebrate like crazy because
Christ alive in you is something to celebrate.

"God grant you the light in Christmas which is faith;
the warmth of Christmas, which is love;

the radiance of Christmas, which is purity;

the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice;
the belief in Christmas, which is truth;

the all of Christmas, which is Christ..."

Wilda English
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What | Have Learned

It is always interesting to look back at how we

vi ewed things earlier

think that I really understood a lot of what went o
in church. | heard the term Advent used, but all
experienced was that it was a time to spend Sun
afternoons practicing for the Christmas Eve pro-
gram. | knew for sure that | would have much

rather been home watching TV or reading a goo!
book. I also knew the
early because | always thought my parents were
plain sl ow. Little di
have money to spend on purchasing a tree. For
| knew that January"®was Epiphany, because the
was my fatherés birthec

hild | donodt

r tree

, they didnot

So life moved on and the Peter Wright family car
into my life. This certainly was a change for me

experiencing family life in a foreign country and « | learned that

top of that learning what it was like to be a part o Dusty Springfield
an Anglican priestos f n dwed rightwith her
family | learned that there was another good rea: song |l yrics fSo

of a Preacher

Mano when she
webrreof gtssed, At

only one who

could ever reach

me was the son of

a preacher man!

not to get a tree early, because Christmas did nc
begin until December 24 and it lasted for the nex
t welve days. I al so |
always dressed in black wearing a white collar.
Priests even wore shorts when it was hot outside
they could feel comfortable like the rest of us! B
of all, | learned that Dusty Springfield was right
with her song lyrics AS
she professed, fAthe onl

he

on of a Preacher Mano when
y one who could ever reach me was t

When our children were young, Advent meant preparations for all of the worldly events of the

holidaysi gift buying, cookies, mailing Christmas cards and other hysteria of the season. | slowly

learned to appreciate and take advantage of Christmas starting on December 24 especially when | just

plain couldnét get everything done. This approach all owed
on the reason we celebrate his birth.

Advent is about waiting and preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Advent can help
us find calm within this hectic time of the year. May we all use this Advent season as a time to slow
down, contemplate, and think about the importance of the very first Christmas.

Vicki Wright
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A note from our TreasurgrJudy Halverson

Treasurero6s Report

We are almost done with our Consecration Sunday work. For those of you who
were not able to attend, please be sure to get me your pledges for 2010 as soon as
. possible. Those numbers will help us plan for next year. Thank you to everyone
', who made this celebration possible.

 While | was working on the numbers preparing us for that Sunday, | realized that
we have made some great advances in the last few years. In 2007, contributions
were $54,587 (this does not include loose plate money). In 2008, that jumped to
~== $60,079. If we continue through the last couple of months of 2009 at the same rate
= as the rest of 2009, | expect us to collect about $64,000 this year. This works out to
a 10% increase from 2007 to 2008 and then a 7% increase from 2008 to 2009. Our
pledges for 2010 are a 12% increase above that. To me, this is even more remarkable when you consider the
economic conditions the last few years. Our parish family is growing, thanks to all of you!

Receipts for October: $15,266.67. This includes $3,395 in special contributions for the sidewalk repair. Ex-
penses for October: $14,368.99. YaDate receipts: $101,542.56 YearDate Expenses: $121,054.78

3 Quarter giving statements were available in November. | have provided giving statements Yppthant

3 quarters this year. | know there was some confusion about why this last statement was only for

Julyi September. The reason for that is that | was using QuickBooks for contributions from Jahuaey

When we finally realized that QuickBooks was not the best way to handle reporting contributions, | switched to
Servant Keeper. During the next couple of months, | will be transferring the data from QuickBooks to Servant
Keeper, but that means redoing 6 months of work. You will, of course, receive a yearly giving statement in
January that will include all of your 2009 contributions.

That dés all I have for this month. Thank you again for

Judy Halverson, Treasurer

Welcome Deacon Kay Drebert !!

As of Nov. 22nd Deacon Kay Drebert will begin
working with St. Paul's. Among her special gifts
she is experienced at Godly Play and will work
with our Sunday school teachers to get that
program going. She will of course be active in our
Sunday liturgy by reading the Gospel, setting the
Eucharistic table, proclaiming the dismissal and
occasionally preaching. So please take the time to
get to know her and welcome her to St. Paul's.

al



