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In the past few years | have had the joy of serving
the parish family of St
&l great many pleasures my greatest joy is hearing
others comment on fAhow S
Athere is new | ife at S
growing and powerful spil
. o guote these statements to other clergy because | am
Inside this issue: proud to be associated with all of you.
Powerful Spirit 12 L | am so very grateful to be working in a parish

where God is the most important part of our lives,
and where spiritual growth is more important than financial growth.

This demonstrates that there is a wonderful attitude about our parish and our lives in
the community. It tells the world that we have our priorities right. But we must be
on guard that we dondét forget or | ose
both incredibly powerful, and a precious and fragile thing that can be easily lost.
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Treasurers message *

Beginninganew  ° ,
Chirch ygear Over the past couple of months there has been a lot of talk about finances at

St . Paul 6s. That i s appropriate since
and we had to make a decision regarding the Schaefer endowment fund. During sucl
times, we can frequently find ourselves putting most of our attention on money.
Letdébs face it, we do have financi al re
as best we can. But it can also be the workshop of fear, and selfishness. We could
easily fall into the trap of making money the first priority. And when we do that we
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Powerful Spirit - continued

frequently become | ess tolerant of other
and judgmental against one another. In short it is a time when money and things can
come between us.

But that did not happen! Yes, there were some moments of frustration, but there were
also many comments about living a spiritual life with others in mind. There were
comments about growing our outreach program, extending our welcoming ministry,

and how can we continue to grow in being  Christ in the community. And that is
continuing to happen. Most recently there were rave reviews for all the work and talent
that went into the bazaar, and it was wonderful. But many of you might not realize that
there were several people that wanted to see the rest of the church. So people working
at the bazaar dropped what they were doing to give our guests a tour and invite them
to join us. Whether they do or not is almost irrelevant, someone took the time to say
they care and welcome.

And then this past Sunday, Pam told ever
that this parish was a good example of Christian life and of caring for one another.

| cannot imagine that this small community of faithful could ever receive a better
compliment. Itis a compliment that says, God really is the most important part of

our lives. In spite of the fact that we try, we fail, and we try and we fail again. But
through our faith, God succeeds. God uses us to demonstrate to others that they are
loved. There is no higher ministry.

As we move into Advent please keep in mind that it is not a just season of accepting
Jesus into our hearts, it is a season that reminds us to let Jesus shine through our hearts.
It is a time to remember that we are called to be the light of Christ in the world. Itis

an awesome responsibility, one for which we are unworthy to tackle. But by the grace
of God we will succeed as | ong as we kee
place where God is the most important part of our lives.
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Building Process - by Vicki Wright , Senior Warden

Building is a process. Building ta'
do right now and are being very successful at it. All one needs to do is look arr
on a Sunday morning and know that we are growing. We have grown from ar «&
average Sunday attendance of 30 in 2005 to 45 in 2009. We now have an offiL.& ™
membership of 69 as of January, 2010. Many wonderful people have joined us in
the last five years. While our progress may not be as aggressive as we initially
planned, it is a positive, healthy membership growth.

On Consecration Sunday, | promised to share with you the plan that the Vestry developed in 2008 and has
been using as its guide for the last two years. This plan is attached at the end of this newsletter. Areas that
have been completed are in green/bold. At our last meeting, the Vestry reviewed the document again and
was very pleased with the progress that has been made in the last two years.

Just how was this plan developed? Well, it was a process that the October, 2008 Vestry went through to
come up with their goal for membership growth and involvement. The 2008 Vestry reviewed the goals that
were set at the important Friday evening meeting right after the fire and used the Christian Life Model
recommended by the Diocese of Milwaukee.

Vestry members then completed an assessment worksheet where they identified their likes, concerns and
wishes for our parish. The top foluirl i kdensifiéd were: meaningful worship, a sense of community,
good | eadership by the priest and Vesdmgewem:sadhd a
moneyi members having a realistic sense of what is needed to support our church, assuring that people
arenét burned out, not meeting our goals for gro
positions. Wishe® ffionra It haer efau toufr efi financial stabi
organization/communication and a vibrant outreach program.

Using this information, the Vestry identified nine areas they might want to consider for the selection of their
final goal. Financial stability, growth, regular attendance, involvement, organization/communication,
diversity, spiritual growth, outreach, and tradition were all evaluated

Through this process, it was determined that spiritual growth wou
have the greatest impact in all areas.

The next step was to identify or
we, t he peopcbndnuetd nurite eacHosherin@w |

pursuit of spiritual growthin order to promote membership growth

and involvement?0

So from that we developed a plan that has been our guiding light
the last two years. Much of it has been accomplished, but there
still things to do that will help with our membership growth. This
will be reviewed and built upon for the annual meeting so our curr
membership will know what needs to be done by each of us to me
our goal of spiritual and membership growth that in the final anal DO NOT BE AFRAID: FOR BEHOLD

[ PROCIAIM TO YOU GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY THAT

will help us to meet our financial obligations. o oL BE FOR ALL THE PEOML,
OR TODAY IN THE CITY Of AVID A SAVIOR
HAS BEEN BORN FOR YOU WHO 1S MESSIAH AND LORD.

We went through a lot after the fire to put our physical plant back AND TS WILIFBE A SGNDFOR YoU:

YOU WILL FIND AN INFANT WRAPPED IN SWADDLING

order. Our next challenge is to follow through on our hopes, our R L M
dreams for growth and the mission of our parish.
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Money Matters - By Judy Halverson / Treasurer

Treasurerds Report

Consecration Sunday was Novemb®8r @n that day, we received
pledge cards totaling $71,441 dol
from last year which was $62,714. Thank you very much to
everyone who made a commitment t ¢
completed a pledge card yet, please see Alice.

Change in processGifts in Kind (norcash gifts). In the past, we
included these gifts on your giving statements. After our consultant
did some research, we realized that this is not the best way to handle
these. We are now asking that you give our Administrative Assistant
a brief description of what you gave and its purpose. It is not
necessary to provide the receipts or even the value of the gift.

She will provide you with a letter acknowledging your gift. You
should keep that letter with your receipts and use them for your

completing your income tax forms. Exceptions are for large, substantial gifts (i.e. computer, a full

set of prayer books, etc.).

Income for October 2010 = $10,091.53 and Expenses for October = $11,883.93
Income yeaito-date through October = $90,029.20
Expenses yedn-date through October = $122,048.54

Third quarter giving statements went out in October. If you did not receive yours, please let me

know.
Thank you,

Judy Halverson
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Beginning the new church yearby Deacon Kay Drebert

As | write this we are only four days away from the new year. Of course
“ : I mean Advent 1, which is the beginning of the Church Year! Although

the rest of the world thinks this time of year should be full of the
busyness of shopping, partying, and decorating we are challenged to
quietly await the birth of the Christ Child. | look forward to Godly Play
starting back up next week. the lessons for Advent are beautiful and help
pull me into this special season. If the children can sit still and enjoy the
mystery of it all- so can I.

. The focus of our stories will help our childrent learn what makes

| Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany different than the secular "Christmas"
they encounter through the media. During Advent the color purple will
be used in a variety of ways to help us enter into the true spirit of the
season. So watch ouyou never know where Purple might pop! Meanwhile our older children will

have an opportunity for service by ringing bells for the Salvation Army. Then on Christmas Eve our
children will help tell the gospel story. They will be pretty good at it by this time because they will have
had three Sundays to hear and then tell the story in their own creative ways.

Christmas will move quickly into Epiphany this yeao we will also be learning about what | like to call
"Christmas Story Part II" or "The Rest of the Christmas Story". Our grand finale to the season will be on
January 9th when our children will be performing in the Epiphany Pageant during the Sermon portion of
our service. Alice and | are busy working on props and customs. We plan on assigning parts on January
2nd and will be rehearsing during Sunday School time on January 9th.

| pray that all of you have a blessed Advent. Anticipate the the peace, hope, love, and joy that the seaso
can bring as we slowly light the Advent Candles one by one.
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Choir Notes - By: Robert Borkenhagen

Seasons Greetings to All!

The season of Advent is upon us and now we begin our liturgical
church year , 0 @dventid\sertof akiederasdo .
gentler version of Lent.

Advent comes from the Lain word, adventus, me ani ng fic o mi
or A ar You may hotice that the Advent hymns will have a

sense of longing, expectation, preparation, and waiting. Many

times we are too eager to sing the Christmas songs that smother

out the Advent hymns. The Latin word, adventus, is the

translation of the Greek word, parousis, commonly used in

reference to the Second Coming , and this serves as a dual

reminder to us that as we wait for the birth of Jesus, we wait and

prepare for the Second Coming of Christ as well.

Advent has its own character without the use of Christmas music that you hear day to day in the

secular world. The music we sing during Advent, sets the tone for the season as well as the

liturgy. Many musicians will tell you that it is too premature to sing Christmas songs about the birth

of Jesus bef or e Hhwodldbea bittlike anedkigg inbodhe claset and opening your
presents before Christmas morning and then ruining the surprise. Or | i ke singing fAH
to someone before their actual birthday date.

We will wait unti/l Christmas Eve to sing the #dAbr
and celebrate the birth of Jesus. On Christmas Day, the celebration begins with the twelve days
of the Christmas.

This is the best time of the year to share your faith, with your friends and neighbors, and do invite
t hem t o S 6Godhd? aalled dssll to be missionaries in our every day lives. The only way
we can grow, is to get out and evangelize and get others involved in our mission by inviting your
guests, especially this time of the year!

May you have the most meaningful and best Christmas Season ever!

Bob Borkenhagen, Parish Organist/Choir Director
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Live your Dash- Submitted by Paul Citerony

HOW DO YOU LIVE YOUR DASH?

I read of a man who stood to speak

At the funeral of a friend.

He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From the beginning...to the end.

He noted that first came her date of birth

And spoke the following date with tears,

But he said what mattered most of all

Was the dash between those years. (1934 -1998)

For that dash represents all the fime
That she spent alive on earth...

And now only those who loved her
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own:
The cars...the house...the cash,
What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard...

Are there things you'd like to change?
For you never know how much time is left,
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
To consider what's true and real,
And always try to understand
The way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger,
And show appreciation more
And love the people in our lives
Like we've never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect,
And more often wear a smile...
Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy's being read

With your life's actions to rehash...
Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your dash?

Author Unknown




YQ% 1ternent

Sunday School resumed in December for the Advent Season
We will be studying the meaning of all things Advent during tr===x <
three weeks in December, and planning for our special Epiphi
Service on January 9th with the whole congregation. Everyor|
seems to be enjoying Godly Play with all the story props and |
activities afterwards. Things do get a little rushed so we truly |
appreciate the class being there on time as it is indeed an aci|
packed 50 minutes, before we have to do clean up. And cleal
always seems to be an integral part of the process, we have |
enthusiastic bunch of participants. Christmas Blessings from|
Godly Play Group

*December 15, from-8 the kids will be ringing the
bells for Salvation Army at Piek- Save.

*December 19, following service the youth will decorate
the guild hall

The Daughters of the King has welcomed Cathy Shanks as a new member.
Cathy finished her training and was installed to full membership.
Welcome Cathy!!

The DOK are also beginning training to do thdhome communion visits.
L Their training will be such that they can also serve in hospital visitation
g’ the ang- situations. We look forward to service St. Paul's in this way.

Any female members of the church who are interested in joining this group,
please contact any one of us to begin the process. We commit to a rule of life as well as to service, pray:
and evangelism in our church. We wear the cross to be an ongoing presence of Christ in the world.

DOK maintains a confidential prayer list. This means that your name will stay with us and will not be
posted with the prayers for the people on Sunday morning. A

For His Sake,

Georgia




Holiday Open House

Once again we are having an open house on Christmas Eve
from 4:30pm to 6:30pm.

Come and start the Christmas feast at the rectory and then we
worship starting with carols at 6:30.
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St. Paul 6s approved Vestry Min
CHURCH

We're here for you

St. Paul 6s Episcopal Church
VESTRY

Minutes of 1014-10 Vestry Meeting

Present: Vicki Wright, Wendy Wilkey, Judy Halverson, Gerald Kreitzman, Georgia Irre,
Steve Simpson, Nancy Bauer and Don Gottschalk.

Guests attending the meeting: Mark Potts and Paul Citerony.
Vicki called the meeting to order after a prayer at 7:05 P.M.

Approval of 9-9-10 Vestry Minutes: Georgia made a motion to approve th@ 280 Vestry Minutes as
written. Wendy seconded/Unanimous.

New Business:

Advertising in Church NewslettePaul Citerony gave a presentation concerning selling advertising to be
placed in our newsletter. Paul has had previous
could generate some income from this. Paul also indicated that this project is too large for one person to
accomplish. He felt that a team of volunteers could make this successful. Paul presented a box of business
cards he designed, to the Vestry. Many thanks to Paul for all his efforts. Steve made a motion to entertain
Paul 6s suggestion to solicit advertising for our
and establish our advertising efforts. Georgia seconded/Unanimous.

Christmas BazaarGerald gave a progress report on the bazaar. Wendy checked into the cost of advertising
for the event. Placing an advertisement for one week costs $60.90. Thereafter, the price of an advertisemel
is reduced by 50%. So, placing 3 advertisements prior to the bazaar would cost about $120.00. Gerald mac
a motion to authorize spending $120.00 for advertising for the bazaar. Nancy seconded/Unanimous.
Wendy volunteered to secure the advertising.

Organ Console LocationOur choir director, Bob Borkenhagen compiled a proposal to change the placement
of our organ console. The proposal was read by Georgia. He finds the current placement, which is near the
front entrance, distracting. He also has trouble hearing the organ from its present position. He also suggest
the use of a moveable platform for the console, so it can be moved to various locations in the church.
Georgia made a motion for Bob to get specific costs involved concerning his recommendation. Steve
econded/Unanimous.

Rectory Drainage:Due to dampness and water infiltration in the rectory basement, Fr. Mark and Gary Schule
proposed putting in drain tile. There would be no labor cost, only materials. The cost of materials was
estimated at about $600.00. It was decided that an estimate from a professional waterproofing specialist
should be obtained. Wendy will obtain an estimate.

Building Cleaning ScheduleVery few parishioners have volunteered to clean the building of late.
Suggestions from the Vestry were given. We will again try asking parishioners to volunteer their time for
cleaning.

Discussion Time LimitJudy suggested that we have a time limit placed on topic discussion at Vestry
meetings.

Special Parish MeetingThe special meeting concerning the withdrawal of $35,000.00 from the Woodard
Schafer Fund to be held on-1U was discussed. Presentation of financial information to the voters was
determined. The Endowment and Memorial Committee is in support of withdrawing the $35,000.00 amount.
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Special Parish MeetingThe special meeting concerning the withdrawal of $35,000.00 from the Woodard
Schafer Fund to be held on-1@ was discussed. Presentation of financial information to the voters was
determined. The Endowment and Memorial Committee is in support of withdrawing the $35,000.00
amount.

Rect or 0 sTh&Reptar was not present so the report was not discussed.

Tr easur er JulyaRssvered iguestions concerning her report. Steve made a motion to accept the
Treasurer6s Report as written. Georgia seconde

Juni or War deaNelddy prdRenteditite new church usage fees as decided upon by the Building
and Grounds Committee at their last meeting held eh24170.

Wendy discussed ideas for the wording of new us
new forms. Gerald made a motion to accept the new usage fee schedule as policy and review in one year
Steve seconded/ Motion passed with Georgia votin

Senior Warde/makiRapwrctuussed the video presentati
convention. Many thanks to Vicki for her efforts!

Old Business: Mark Potts attended the Vestry meeting and answered many questions as to how he can
assist us with our bookkeeping. Many thanks to Mark for his help! Mark recommended that we secure
one software program for our bookkeeping. Currently several are in use. Judy would like to require the
use of the ACheck Requesto form in order for a
special Vestry meeting may be required to discuss various expenditures. Mark suggested we go over our
policies with our new office secretary. Mark hopes to be able to help us assess what financially lays in
the future for St. Paul 6s.

Georgia made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 P.M. Nancy seconded/Unanimous
Respectfully submitted,
Don Gottschalk
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