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Alleluia!!!  He is Risen!!!!! 

Oh yes the Lord is risen indeed!  But where?  

How?  When? 

How do we experience our Lord risen?  This is in 

fact something that is very personal and very  

different for each of us.   Some of us feel Godôs 

comforting hand when we are suffering.  Some 

sense the joy of forgiveness and the relief of the 

burden that our sins lay on us.  Some experience 

a sense of responsibility for others which can be expressed in helping others with 

some problem they face or helping our community grow in caring for our         

environment that sustains us.  And some experience our Lord in deep prayer, 

meditation, worship and praise. 

Easter is a time of celebrating the spirit of God in us and others, a time when we 

need to acknowledge, not just who we are, but that who we are becoming, is a 

process of growing in our knowledge and awareness of God in and around us. 

So lets think about the spirit that is in us.  That spirit is constantly under siege.  

Acts of violence and hatred kill the spirit of God within us.  Prejudice,            

manipulation, deceit, oppression, to anyone, anywhere in the world, attacks the 

spirit within us.  We are one people bound together by God and our                  

interdependence on one another.   

Special points of interest: 

¶ Parish Calendars  - April/May 

¶ Helping Hands 

¶ Upcoming Events 

¶ Daughters of the King 
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It is hard to see just how interdependent we really are.  But the truth is we are more  

dependent on people we have never heard of than ever before.  Many of the products 

we buy are from places and people all over the world.  One of the more obvious places 

to see this is in the Middle East.  Just in the past 40 years we can see how violence 

there affects the price of oil and impacts our lives by how much we travel, and what we 

buy.  And, since we then spend more money on oil related products we have less to 

spend on other items.  Perhaps if we can realize just how much these events impact our 

personal lives, we might better appreciate how much these events affect those directly 

involved half way around the planet! 

 

The point is, we are all connected, and related.  It is unavoidable, it is who we are.     

So if we can see that relationship, perhaps it might be a little easier to see that spiritual 

connection to all humanity as well.  Perhaps we can see that violence to one person is 

violence to the spirit of God that is in each of us everywhere.  So we could say that   

violence and hatred constantly crucify the spirit of God and our Lord dies a little bit 

every day.  And yet, love, compassion, understanding, openness, and truth provide 

healing and resurrection, EVERY DAY. 

 

If we can think of resurrection in this kind of way, we can see that the crucifixion and 

the resurrection are not ancient events to be remembered, they are current ongoing 

parts of our lives.  And the way to resurrection is to know that Jesus lead the way by 

love and peace.  Most of us would agree that the torture and murder of an innocent   

person would justify violence, but Jesus rejected that idea and demonstrated that love is 

the only power that can defeat violence.  Love is the only power that can provide          

resurrection, for Jesus two thousand years ago, and for us today. 

He is Risen ! - continued  
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As a teenager, I loved the song by Bob Dylan, ñThe Times Are a 

Changinôò. 

Come gather óround people 

wherever you room 

And admit that the waters 

Around you have grown 

For the times they are a changinô 

I thought of it last week when I was typing up the notes from our 

Welcoming  Committee.  The waters around us certainly have grown!  Many of you can  

remember five years ago when the average Sunday attendance was twenty to twenty-five.  

Now there are so many Sundays when we have sixty people in attendance!  Praise God! 

Not that St. Paulôs is going to have earth shattering changes, but there are a few things on 

the horizon that are improving.  St. Paulôs has been known by many to be a very welcoming 

and friendly parish.  At the last convention the Diocese gave a  challenge to all parishes to 

develop a welcoming project, try it out for two months, submit a written report for that   

project and receive $1,000 for their efforts.  It seemed like a good way to earn some extra 

money and at the same time fine-tune what we do at St. Paulôs.  Walter Mirk, Jean Schueler, 

and Peter Wright stepped up to help me with this project. 

You may have noticed a few small changes already.  The entryway of the church has the 

guest book added for easy access, an open Bible is placed on the table, a prayer shawl on 

the rocker, and people are now being welcomed in the entryway.  During the service you 

may also receive a small sheet of paper asking you to greet a new  person close to you by 

name.  All of these are small ways to add that extra little touch to what we do at St. Paulôs. 

On Easter Sunday, we will be taking about five minutes of the service to ask you just why 

you came to St. Paulôs and what made you want to stay.  Each of us has our own story that 

is important to recognize as we grow in numbers.  Your input to our     committee will be 

very important as we plan for the future. Still coming up is the  development of a brochure 

for newcomers, buddies for new people, connecting  members of similar interests, and     

following up with calls after a new person visits   St. Paulôs. 

Finally, our new bulletin will be introduced on Easter Sunday.  The intent of the new      

bulletin was to give a fresh, new look but still maintain the long held traditions plus reduce 

the number of paper inserts.  I want to thank all of you who gave your editing help and    

especially to Eric Halverson for his ñtechie effortsò. 

Yes, times are a changinô a little at St. Paulôs, but we still a holding true to who we are as a 

faith community and who we are to each other. 

Times, they are a Changinô -  by Vicki Wright , Senior Warden  
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There has been a lot going on in the accounting area. We have been busy        

preparing for our audit, which is scheduled for April 11th. The yearly parochial 

report was recently submitted and, of course, it is the end of the 1st quarter so I 

am beginning to prepare the quarterly giving statements. This year began with  

the work required for our annual meeting and it has been non-stop ever sense.      

I am looking forward to things slowing down once the audit records have been 

submitted to the Diocese. 

Preparing for the audit has been an interesting exercise. It highlights the          

importance of making sure our records are accurate and that they are complete. 

Activity that happened a year ago can be challenging to recall if all of our       

records are not written and accessible. 

For those of you who have been using the Check Request and Non-Pledge  Payments/Gift forms, thank you. This is a big 

step in the right direction. It helps me properly record the money coming in and going out of St. Paulôs. That makes our    

records more accurate, more complete, and easier to gather for the next audit. 

Something I discovered while I was preparing for this audit is that the Feb. 15th Sunday contributions from last year did not 

get transferred to the new record-keeping software. If you may recall, Iôve mentioned previously that the software we were 

using to record donations did not work properly. While there were a number of ways to work around this, in the end, it     

created additional work and was inefficient. For the first 6 months of 2009, we used the old software. Then starting in July, 

we switched to a different software that we also owned. While certainly an improvement, there have been struggles getting it 

up and running with full functionality. One of those struggles was transferring all the data from January ï June 2009 into it 

before the end of 2009. While I had made quarterly statements available throughout the year, I wanted to provide 1 statement 

to each of you for all of your contributions in 2009. In the end, the Feb. 15th activity did not transfer and Iôm very sorry for 

that omission. If any of you made a contribution on that Sunday and would like a corrected statement, just let me know.       

If you are not sure, just ask. This is an example of one of the reasons for an audit, to make sure the records are accurate. 

There are things we can do to improve our bookkeeping practices and Iôm hoping to work on those during 2010. We could 

use more written documentation, more training, and better office procedures to make us stronger and create less work in the 

long run. It takes some work to create those and get them in place, but once they are established, they will make things better. 

So, how are we doing financially? Well, our money going out continues to exceed the money going out. I havenôt started 

Marchôs work yet, so these numbers are year-to-date through the end of February. 

Income: 

Pledges: $11,863, Looseplate offerings: $242, Building Use: $325, Investment: $4,134, Other income: $550. Total = $17,114 

Expenses: 

Staff (priest, secretary, organist, sexton): $16,156, Utilities: $1,628, Outreach: $367, Services (garbage, snow removal, etc)

=$1,271, Diocese assessment: $2,181, Other: $4,200   Total: $25,803 

 In early January, we sold $10,000 worth of stock and I have a request in to sell another $10,000 right now. Iôm hoping that 

will be the last we need to sell for a while, but it takes all of us working together to keep our income up and our expenses 

down. Well, thatôs all for this month. Iôm back to working on the audit requirements and then on to working on the March 

financials. 

Take care 

Judy 

A note from our Treasurer  - by Judy Halverson 
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éMore About Deacons 

 In our last newsletter I explained how a deacon functions 

during the liturgy and their calling to service ministry both within 

and outside the church.    Because most deacons have a secular job, 

much of their  ministry occurs outside of the church. Each deacon has a unique 

ministry that blends their background, training, and skills with the needs of their 

work place, communities, and churches. 

 My educational background is in secondary education; however I graduated at a time when there   

werenôt many job opportunities for history teachers.   When I couldnôt find a teaching job I found temporary 

work at Schneider National (the trucking company with the orange trucks) and ended up staying with them 

for a ñlong haulò of nearly fifteen years.  I hired drivers, managed and    dispatched drivers, managed cargo 

claims, and managed accounts. Meanwhile I used my educational     background to teach and co-ordinate 

the Sunday School Program at St. Anneôs in DePere and later at Christ the King in Sturgeon Bay.  I also 

volunteered as a counselor for Diocesan Summer Camp, Happening, and the New Beginnings Program    

(for middle school    students), and last summer help lead a Youth Mission Trip. 

 My husband Dave and I moved the Milwaukee area over three years ago.  I am now the Customer    

Service Manager at Genco Pharmaceutical Services in Milwaukee.  Genco handles the return of outdated 

and recalled pharmaceuticals for drug manufacturers.   Every Monday night I mentor a student at the Our 

Next Generation after school program. 

 I have been a deacon for eleven years and enjoy my calling. As you can see my ministry has always 

focused on children, just as it does here at St. Paulôs.  And like many of you, I see my secular work as     

ministry as well.  I take the servant leader approach to management and see myself working for my team 

rather than my team working for me.  In my current role I spend a lot of my time coaching job skills to 

younger workers and working to change a very blaming culture to that of one respect and collaborative 

problem solving. 

 Deacons are a bridge between the world and the church because we have a foot in each one.      

Moving between these worlds is challenging but is also very rewarding.  My calling is a blessing and I pray 

that my ministry will bless others.  Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord! 

Deacon Kay 

  

 

 

More about a Deacons Ministry  -  By Deacon Kay Drebert 
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Christian Education  - Kids Corner  - by Alice Mirk  

It has been a busy Lenten Season at Sunday School. The first 

sunday of Lent we formed the Lenten Academy and started 

two projects, building a cross on the wall to mark each      

building block of the story starting with the baptism of Christ, 

and decorating a Lenten Tree. We have worked our way 

through the story of Christ's last weeks on earth and have had 

some great discussions on why he made this sacrifice for us. 

We have learned about the color purple meaning penitence, 

and about the betrayals Jesus suffered.  Here is a picture of the 

Lenten tree we all worked hard on, with chalices from the last 

supper, thirty pieces of silver, nail to symbolize the cross and 

pretzels for prayer. 

Happy spring to all! 

The building committee has been very busy making small repairs & touching up paint around St. 

Paulôs.  A big thank you to all the guys helping me out!  Frank Brody, Don Gottschalk, Gary 

Schueler, Brian Brown, Gerry Krietzman, and Russ Deblare. 

In the next couple of weeks new toilets will be installed in the bathrooms upstairs, along with a new 

faucet for the womenôs restroom. We will also have two new faucets in the kitchen. The above 

items have all been donated! 

Also we had some lumber donated to build some shelves in the furnace room for rummage sale 

storage. I am looking for someone to help build those shelves. If youôre interested give me a call at 

262-9706 

The sidewalk repair will be redone in April Or May as soon as weather permits & our nights get 

above freezing. Iôm happy to report our basement is dry! 

The final project the building committee & vestry agreed upon working on is windows. We would 

like to replace the four front Narthex windows facing Second St. with clear glass to open up our 

church & make St. Paulôs more inviting. Lets give St. Paulôs a bright new look! We also have three 

windows in the guildhall cracked that need to be replaced. The total cost to take care of this is 

$600.00. We are asking every member to consider making a special donation for this project. 

Please mark your check ñWindowsò or place your donation in an envelope marked in the same 

manner. Thank you in advance for your financial support to keep our beautiful building up to date. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Wendy Wilkey 

Jr. Warden 

Junior Wardenôs Report  -  By Wendy Wilkey 


